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Muhammadan adventurers who at the dissolution of the Mughal
Empire carved out for themselves great principalities by the power
of the sword.
For more than twenty years Haidar All and his son Tipu main-
tained a fierce and not unequal contest with the English Company,
nor was it until 1801 finally decided in our favour.
Consoli- Upon the foundations well laid by Clive and Warren Hastings, by
RrifOIh0f Cornwallis an$ Wellesley, a wonderful superstructure was,, during
India, the course of the next half-century, erected. But the expansion
1805-1857 and consolidation of British power was due mainly to the logic of
events and was effected in defiance of the declared policy of the
Directors. The latter were frankly alarmed at the additional re-
sponsibilities thrust upon them by the enterprises of Lord Wellesley,
and Governor after Governor was sent out with explicit instructions
to put a peremptory stop to the progressive policy of his predecessor.
Not one of them left India without having added substantially
to the responsibilities he inherited. Lord Minto (1807-1813), for
example, straitly charged to extricate the Company from political
embarrassments and honestly intending to do so, was the first of
the British rulers of India to open diplomatic relations with neigh-
bouring States. Nor were his actual annexations, though small in
extent, politically insignificant. For more than a century the
Mauritius had been the pnncipal connecting-link between France and
the East. In 1810 it was captured and added to our chain. Java,
which France had taken from the Dutch, was acquired in 1811, and
in 1814 Cape Colony, which for one hundred and fifty years had
served the Dutch voyagers as a half-way house to India, was finally
and appropriately transferred to the Power which had succeeded to
their supremacy in the East. But not for his annexations was
Minto's rule memorable. In 1809 he concluded a treaty with Ranjft
Singh, the famous ruler who had lately welded the religious bond of
the trans-Sutlej Sikhs into a powerful confederacy and had erected a
great power in the Punjab. That Treaty secured the Company
against possible dangers from the North-West. A second embassy
was despatched to the Court of the Amir of Afghanistan at Kabul
and a third to the Court of Persia at Teheran. These missions, it is
interesting to remember, were inspired primarly by mistrust not of
Russia but of France. Napoleon, foiled in his scheme for the in-
vasion of England, had come to terms with the Czar Alexander at
Tilsit and was now contemplating an attack upon the North-West
Frontier of India. His attention was fortunately diverted by the
outbreak of the Peninsular War, but the fact that he seriously enter-
tained the design is not devoid of significance,
ttwteof Lord Minto retired in 1813, and to him there succeeded Lord
Hastings, Moira, better known by his later title of Marquess of Hastings Like
1*1*4821 his predecessor, he went out to India with a strong prejudice against